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CONCERNING 


His Remarks on Jos, CanTicLzs, and PROVERBS, 
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BY PHIL O-BIBLICUS, W.W. 


& Beware leſt any Man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the 
“ Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, and not after Chriſt,” 
Coloſſ. ii. 8. Caſting down Imaginations, and every high Thing that 
&« exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, and bringing into Captivity 
% every Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt.” 2 Cor. x. 5. Receive with 
« Meekneſs the engrafied Word, which is able to ſave your Souls.” St. James i. 2 f. 
“ And that from a Child thou haſt known the Holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith, which is in Chriſt 
& Jeſus.” 2 Tim. iii. 15. „Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go; and 
« when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Prov. xxii. 6, 
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L ET T E Ge. 


REVEREND SIR, Jan. 1773. 


F Job, notwithſtanding the various Things ſaid of him, 
as a real Perſon in the Book of Job; notwithſtanding 


his connection with Noah and Daniel (Ezek. xiv. 14.), 


and his Example of Patience propoſed to Chriſtians by 
St. James (v. 11.) : If, notwithſtanding this, Job is to be 
looked upon as a mere Non- entity, or as one that never 
exiſted, then ſurely we may bid adieu to all Hiſtory, even 


to that of our Blefled Saviour himſelf, For it may as 


well be ſuppoſed, by any one that is diſpoſed to it, that 
He _ was a fieiutious Perſon, ſet forth in Scripture, as 
B 2 Op 


4] 

doing ſo and fo for the Example of Chriſtians, And if 
Job muſt be looked upon, after all that is ſaid of him, as 

a fiftitious Perſon, what becomes of the Truth of God's 
Word, in which he is ſo expreſsly and clearly ſet forth as 
a real Perſon? and how can a f#/tious Perſon's Sufferings 
have that /orce of Example, which thoſe of a real Perſon 
have? Might it not, when urged to any one in Afﬀiction, 
be juſtly ſaid by him, that a Non-entity, or a Perſon that 
never exiſted, is no Example or Encouragement to me ; 
he never was in my Circumſtances; he never felt any 

thing, and of courſe not what J feel. 

And if this be the Age in which the plain bn 
of Seri pture are to be reduced to mere Fables or Fictions, and 
its Truths made to ſtand or fall by the. Ignorance of 
Heathens, mere claſſical Learning, or that Idol of the 
Age Natural Religion, being nothing better; for as to the 
plain and literal meaning of the Words Natural Religion, 
the ſupernatural Revelation of God's Will to Adam, be- 
fore his Fall, in and through the Garden of Eden, is, to 

me at leaſt, a full and ample Proof, that there is no ſuch 
Thing at all; for, if God had endued Adam with natural 
Powers, ſufficient to have enabled him to have known 
his Will, it is not reaſonable to think that he would have 
given him any further Inſtruction, becauſe in that caſe it 
would have been needleſs. And if Adam, before his 
Fall, had no /uch Powers, what ſuſt Claim can any of his 


le depraved Poferity, have to them? 
| | And 


[5] 


And if this is the Age in which the Song of Solomon 
is to be reduced to a mere Epithalamium, or Martiage- 
Song, on that King's Marriage with the Daughter of 
Pharaoh, notwithſtanding the various referent made 
in Scripture, for the /þ/ritual Inſtruction and Comfort of 
Men's Souls, to Marriage, or the Union of Man and Wife, 
under the Words, married, Bride, Bridegroom, Huſband, 
Wife, and Marriage, eſpecially in the 4:th Pſalm, and 
5th ch. to the Epheſians ; and, notwithſtanding the ſita- 
bleneſs and Propriety of ſuch a repreſentation, on account 
of the very firong, natural, and mutual tendency of Man 
and Woman, viſible in the Compariſon of Jonathan and 
David's Love to that of Women (2 Sam. i. 26); 1 
Adam's hearkening to Eve, to the breach of God's Com- 
mands, to his own Ruin (Gen. 111. 17. ); in Jacob's Ser- 
vice for Rebekah (Gen. xxix. 30); in David's Adultery 
with Bathſheba, and murder of Urias (2 Sam. xi.); and 
in the very common and evil-threatening Practices of For- 
nication, Adultery, and Divorces, in 7h:s our Land — 
And if this be the Age, in which it is afferted, that the 
Name of our Blefled Lord is not mentioned in the Song 
of Solomon, though there 1s expreſs Scripture-warrant for. 
the typical Evidence, or prophetical Repreſentations of our 
Bleſſed Lord in Perſons and Things, in the Old Teſta- 
ment; as to Perſons, in Adam (Rom. v. 14.), in Iſaac 
_ Heb. xi. 19.), in Moſes (Deut. xviii. 15, and Acts iii. 22.), 

in David Gai. Iv. 3. Ads xiii. 34.), and in Jonah 
| (St. 


145). 
( St. Matthew x11. 40.); and as to Things, Chriſt is called 
our Paſſover (1 Cor. v. 7.) and the Fir/? Fruits (1 Cor. 
xv. 23.), and the Law is ſaid to be the Shadow of good 
Things to come (Heb. x. i.), and a Schoolma/ter to bring 
us to Chriſt (Gal. iii. 24.); for, as ſuch is the zyprca/ 
Evidence that the Old Teſtament gives to our Blefled 
Lord, why may He not (to ſay the leaſt, for I myſelf 
am Zhoroughly perſuaded upon the above evidence, not to 
mention the fignzficancy and ſuitableneſs of the Titles 7hem- 
ſelves, that our Bleſſed Lord is typified under, and of 
courſe named in Solomon and in M (David), ſo repeatedly 
mentioned as the Spouſe, or Huſband, in the ſecond Chap- 
ter, and elſewhere in the Song. And if this is the Age, 
in which a Part of Scripture, namely, the Deſcription of 
a virtuous Wiſe in the Proverbs (c. xxx1.), is called a Chi/d 
6f Fancy, a new diſpoſition of tome parts of Scripture, 
with Alterations of the Text, have been propoſed (but I 
hope ſince gue dropped), and a farrago of unauthenticated 
Manuiſcripts are preparing, with a View to a new Tran- 
lation of the Bible. 

In ſhort, Sir, if this be the: ape for ſuch Things as n 
ſarely it cannot be a very proper one for a new Tranſla- 
tion; becauſe 7heſe Things give very great Reaſon to fear, 
that it will not be a very good one. The Derogations of 
the Truth of God's Word, the Teſt and Trial of its 
Truth, by Heathen Ignorance, or Claſſical Learning, as it 


is called, The Denial or Contempt, of the 7ypical, myſtical, 
7 9 5 = - or 


. „ 1 
or ſpiritual Senſe of Scripture; and an Atlempt to alter 
and tranſpoſe Parts of Scripture, will have a natural Ten- 
dency to produce a Variety of Perverſions and Corruptions 
in a new Tranſlation; and ſome unguthenticated Manu- 
ſcript or other, may be frumped up to favour almaſt any 
Senſe whatever. And, indeed, before a new Tranſlation 
is attempted, I could wiſh to fee the pure, uncorrupied 
Hebrew Scriptures generally underſtood, and the Word of 
God taught in its Full, entire Simplicity, by comparing 
ſpiritual Things with fprritual, or explaining one Part of 
Scripture by another, without the m/erably prevalent, 
mixed Notions and Corruptions of Heathen Authors, and 
with a rotal rejection of all various Readings, borrowed 
from unauthenticated Manuſcripts: For then we might, 
under God, with great reaſon expect to find much ſpiritual 
Benefit and Improvement in a new Tranſlation. And 
had the Men of this Age been educated in the Knowledge 
of the pure Hebrew Scriptures, and their minds early and 
thoroughly ſtored with the divine and only ſaving Truths of 
God's Word, and of courſe kept free from the Errors 
and Corruptions of benighted Heathegs, and conſequently 
from the early, and therefore hard to be removed, Preju- 
dices to God's Word, thereby contracted, we ſhould not, 
I am perſuaded, have had the Outcry that has been made 
againſt a Subſcription to the Articles; and the Youth 
much better qualified to have ſubſcribed to them at their 
Entrance at the Univerſity, inaſmuch as they would then, 
at 


>, — —— 


1863 
at tha! time of life, have been pretty well verſed in Scrip- 
ture Truths, or the Knowledge of the Bible. And to 


ſtore the Minds of Children and Youths with thoſe Truths, 


and with ſuch only, ſaving Knowledge ought in all Rea- 


ſon and Duty to be the #/7 Care, and chief Buſineſs of all 
Parents and Teachers, Heatheniſm ought to be left to 
Heathens, to thoſe who have no better ordinary Light, to 
direct and guide them, than Heathen Writers, or mixed di- 
dine, traditionary Knowledge: But for Chriſtians to make 
Heathen Authors and Exerciſes, and Compoſitions agree - 
able zhereunto, the main and chief Inſtruction of Children, 
is nothing leſs than to ſhut out the Day-light, and light 
up Caudles; is nothing leſs than (to uſe the Words of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, ch. ii. ver. 13.) forſaking God, the 


Fountain of /iving Waters, and hewing out- Ciſterns, 


broken Ciſterns, which will hold no Water. And what 
leſs is it than a Contempt of God's Word, which can 


only make us wiſe unto Salvation, as it is giving Heathen 


Ignorance and Darkneſs, the Preference to the marvellous 
Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt; and of courſe the 


| propagating Heatheniſm inſtead of Chriſtianity, or God's 


Word, in the World. For how can we, in generat, 
expect truly Chriſtian Preachers from ſuch an Education 
as this is? The Perſons thus educated, ꝛwil and can only 
preach according to what they have been taught, unleſs, 


e God's ſpecial Grace, they be made to get above 
the 


4a 's 


the poiſonous and de — Errors and Prejudices of their 
Education, become ww/er than their Teachers, and have 
Courage and Diſintereſtedneſs enough to preach and ſpeak 
purely and entirely as the Oracles of God, to the ſaving of 
their own Souls, and the Souls of ſuch as are committed 
to their Care. But, after all, if this ſhould be the Age 
for a new Tranſlation, my hearty Prayer to God in 
Chriſt, for our Zion's Sake, is, that He will be pleaſed 
to watch over the Perſons concerned therein, to over-rule 
their Errors and Prejudices, and to open their Eyes and 
_ diſpoſe their Hearts to ſee, diſplay, and propagate the 
wonderous and gracious Things of his Law, in the Work 
aſſigned them. And in /u// Faith and Confidence in 
God's Goodneſs and Care of his Church, and our Bleſſed 
Lord's infallible Aſſurance to St. Peter, that the Gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it (St. Matt. xvi. 18.), I reſt 
aſſured, that God will do ſo, in caſe a new Tranſlation 
is attempted, unleſs our great Contempt of his Bleſſed 
Word, and long continued and increaſing Tranſgreſſions of 
his righteous Laws, in this our Land, have not rendered 
us unworthy of ſuch a Blefling ; unworthy even of any 
longer Continuance of hat Light of his Goſpel, which 
we now enjoy. But this I further hope, and truſt in 
God, through Chriſt, is not even yet our deplorable caſe, 
though there is ſuch great, ſuch very great Reaſon to 
fear it is ſo, as to demand our utmęſt preſent Care, Dili- 
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